INDIVISIBLE BEAUFORT SC Annotated Bibliography—Recommended by members

Racial Justice

Alexander, Michelle. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness. 2011: The New Press.  


Alexander does an excellent job of describing the abysmal justice system in this country that targets African Americans for incarceration and imprisons them in a system that controls them the rest of their lives. Once they are labeled criminals, they cannot get access to subsidized housing, financial help for education, food stamps, and so forth. They essentially become outcasts in their communities and families. Importantly, these targeted people are not breaking the law with any more frequency than their white counterparts. But “law and order” crime control mandates that have been used for decades by almost every president have targeted people of color in order to secure the support and votes of the white population, particularly whites in the south and large northern cities.  

Summarized by Carol Corbin

Wilkerson, Isabel, The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration. 2011: Vintage.


Based on extensive in-depth interviews, Wilkerson traces the lives of three African Americans who migrate from the Jim Crow South to the north and west. One man moved to California where he practiced medicine and became Ray Charles’s doctor and the subject of one of Charles’s songs. Another moved to New York City and a third moved to Chicago. In the early part of the book Wilkerson describes the life these people lived under Jim Crow. She includes the small gestures, such as keeping one’s eyes averted when passing a white person, or never acting beyond one’s place, to paint a picture of the small humiliations of everyday life. But underwriting the everyday insults was sub-human treatment that kept people living in fear and oppression. Jim Crow extended the power structure of slavery from pre-Civil War South to the post-Civil War caste system.


Her informants describe how they found the strength to get away from these oppressive and dangerous situations. Wilkerson provides lots of background to the informants’ narratives with academic facts about the Great Migration. During the years 1910 to 1970, over 6 million African Americans left the south and changed the face and the future of the U.S. Those who left the south were often the best educated and the most self-reliant. When they reached their journey’s end, they were met with other kinds of racism and poor treatment. They had to accept lower pay and higher rents, but they felt a sort of new freedom because they could sit on a bus next to a white person without risk of being lynched. 

Wilkerson’s book reads almost like blended diaries, and really brings alive the pain of racism and Jim Crow through the details of these stories. It is a long book, but well worth reading. 

Summarized by Carol Corbin

Taibbi, Matt, The Divide: American Injustice in the Age of the Wealth Gap. 2014: Spiegel and Grau.
Taibbi’s book supports the work of Michelle Alexander in her book The New Jim Crow. These quotes are from Taibbi’s book:

“The cleaving of the country into two completely different states—one a small archipelago of hyper-acquisitive untouchables, the other a vast ghetto of expendables with only theoretical rights—has been in the works a long time.” (13) “Since 2008, no high-ranking executive from any financial institution has gone to jail, not one, for any of the systemic crimes that wiped out 40% of the world’s wealth” (xix).  “…the rule of law has slowly been replaced by giant idiosyncratic bureaucracies that are designed to criminalize failure, poverty, and weakness on the one hand, and to immunize strength, wealth, and success on the other” (xxii). Only the poor go to jail, particularly people of color. About 12-13% of Americans are African American, but 35% of inmates are African American. On average there are 5.4 times as many African-Americans incarcerated than whites. In 2014, 2.2 million African American men were in jail.
 During the 2000s, many police departments cut budgets, that encouraged police to seek overtime by making more arrests or meeting arrest/fine/ticket quotas. Plea bargaining puts a lot of innocent people in jail—fines are paid or jail terms served because it’s cheaper than trying to fight a wrongful conviction. Racial profiling, stop and frisk, and “low-class people do low-class things” theory helps keep poor people poor. The recent emphasis on “Law and Order” only adds to the number of people in jail and does little to rehabilitate them. 

Summarized by Carol Corbin.
Stevenson, Bryan, Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption. 2014: Random House.

Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption is a memoir by Bryan Stevenson. It is set in the 1980s and early 1990s and follows Stevenson’s legal career as an advocate for Alabama prisoners who have been condemned to death, especially prisoners who have been wrongly condemned and unjustly treated by the legal system. Stevenson focuses on the case of Walter McMillian, a black man who was falsely convicted of the murder of Ronda Morrison and placed on death row. Through an investigation and painstaking appeals process, Stevenson ultimately succeeds in exposing the testimony against McMillian as false, wrongly obtained through police coercion and he is cleared of all charges.

The bulk of his memoir is dedicated to McMillian’s case, but Stevenson also describes other death row cases and people he has represented, including children, mentally ill people, abused women, and others. All of these stories highlight the gross inequities of the US criminal justice system, especially the predominance of racial discrimination, the corruption and abuse of police and correctional officers, and the disturbing ease with which people are falsely convicted and executed. Shedding light on the deep flaws in this system, Stevenson calls for a renewed commitment to justice, rule of law, and equality, insisting that America’s character should be judged by how it treats its most vulnerable people: the poor, incarcerated, and condemned.

Brian Stevenson has created a private, nonprofit organization that challenges poverty and racial injustice, advocates for equal treatment in the criminal justice system and creates hope for marginalized communities—called Equal Justice Initiative in Alabama.

Summarized by Beth Moon

Ta-Nehisi Coates, Between the World and Me. 2015: Spiegel and Grau.


“’The two great divisions of society are not the rich and the poor, but white and black,’ said the great South Carolina senator John C. Calhoun. … and there it is—the right to break the black body…. And that right has always given meaning, has always meant that there was someone down in the valley because a mountain is not a mountain if there is nothing below.” (104-5)  


Ta-Nehisi Coates wrote this heartfelt, poetic book about the mountain and the valley as a letter to his son, as a warning that as a black boy, his black body is fair game in America. His advice: 

… [Y]ou are a black boy; and you must be responsible for your body in a way that other boys cannot know. Indeed, you must be responsible for the worst actions of other black bodies, which, somehow, will always be assigned to you. And you must be responsible for the bodies of the powerful—the policeman who cracks you with a nightstick will quickly find his excuse in your furtive movements. And this is not reducible to just you—the women around you must be responsible for their bodies in a way that you never will know. You have to make peace with the chaos, but you cannot lie. You cannot forget how much they took from us and how they transfigured our very bodies into sugar, tobacco, cotton and gold. (71)

Coates identifies more with Malcolm than with Martin. He speaks of the assault on African Americans at every level—corporeal, cultural, judicial, political—and he admits that it will take more than just black people to change things. “In America, it is traditional to destroy the black body—it is heritage.” (103)  

Recently my neighbor’s daughter was selling cookbooks to support a group at her school called “Students Against Destructive Decisions.” SADD for short. I asked her to explain to me what that meant. I surmised from her explanation that the destructive decisions students might make could be choices like having premarital sex, experimenting with drugs, smoking cigarettes, or dropping out of school. I asked her if she thought a predominantly white school would be engaged in such a campaign. She didn’t think so. Coates mentions how educators speak of “’personal responsibility’ in a country authored and sustained by criminal irresponsibility.” (33) “All my life I’d heard people tell their black boys and black girls to ‘be twice as good,’ which is to say ‘accept half as much.’ These words would be spoken with a veneer of religious nobility. … No one told those little white children, with their tricycles, to be twice as good.” (91) 

And we must “Never forget that we were enslaved in this country longer than we have been free. Never forget that for 250 years black people were born into chains—whole generations followed by more generations who knew nothing but chains.” (70)  To this day, as Michelle Alexander outlines, African Americans live in invisible chains.

Coates’ book returns again and again to the body, to how one lives in a black body in America, because that black body is always a target. America considers itself exceptional; America’s exceptionalism is repeated again and again, as if we have the corner on democracy. How great we are! But to African Americans who live in fear for their lives when stopped by a police officer; who fear for the future of their children, when one in three African American boys will go to jail in their lifetimes; who face the largest share of the burden of inequality and have the least amount of wealth of any racial group in this country, then America’s exceptionalism is its absence of hope for millions of its people. Coates writes: “Fear ruled everything around me, and I knew as all black people do, that this fear was connected to the Dream out there, to the unworried boys, to pie and pot roast, to the white fences and green lawns nightly beamed into our television sets.” (29) To the widening gap.

The justice system is a reflection of America, of the democratic will of the American people. “The abuses that have followed from these policies—the sprawling carceral state, the random detention of black people, the torture of suspects—are the product of democratic will. And so to challenge the police is to challenge the American people who send them into the ghettos armed with the same self-generated fears that compelled the people who think they are white to flee the cities into the Dream.” (79) I recently heard this same message from a local African American woman. And she’s right, and Coates is right, but I also believe that most Americans do not approve of this kind of racial injustice, and that the powerful interests and money in politics support and maintain this system of power. And it is time for the will of the people to become manifest in Washington and Columbia. 

Summarized by Carol Corbin

Housing

Desmond, Matthew, Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City. 2016: Crown Books.


Like Wilkerson’s migration book, Desmond takes us into the lives of his informants in early 21st century Milwaukee. These are people, black and white, employed and unemployed, who are simply living poor. They are involved in drugs, prostitution, gangs, mental illness, and bad luck. And they all face eviction at one time or another. They live at the mercy of their landlords and landladies, whose sole aim is to make a profit on the poor. Occasionally we see a glimpse of kindness, but mainly we see the underbelly of the richest nation in history.  

Summarized by Carol Corbin

Rothstein, Richard. The Color of Law: A Forgotten History of How Our Government Segregated America. 2017: Liveright.
Summary coming from Dennis Lynch.

Education

Truitt, Thomas E., Going Up the River of Shame: The Struggle for Education Justice in South Carolina. 2009: Authorhouse.

Summary coming from Susan Julavits.

Ravitch, Diane. The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice are Undermining Education. 2011: Basic.


This is a long book that could have been much shorter, but Ravitch covers a lot of territory. She uses her own background in education to talk about policies and decisions affecting education in the US. She touches on the privatization movement in education and the inequality it creates.

Summarized by Carol Corbin
Gender

Stone, Geoffrey R., Sex and the Constitution: Sex, Religion, and Law from America’s Origins to the Twenty-first Century. 2017: Liveright. 


This is a good blow-by-blow account of the ways the government attempts to control sexuality, from abortion rights, to gay rights, to rape. I found these quotes to be the best part of the book:

“Of course, these changes in American law and culture were not brought about by the Supreme Court alone. They resulted from the actions of individuals and organizations with the courage and determination to challenge the conventional wisdom. They raised questions that, at first, were dismissed out of hand. But because of their persistence, their insight, and their conviction, they changed minds and mores in a way that made constitutional change possible. The justices of the Supreme Court do not operate in a vacuum. As intended by the Framers of the Constitution, they operate in a world of evolving social, political, legal, and constitutional values and understandings. 

“The meaning of such vague phrases as ‘the freedom of speech,’ ‘equal protection of the laws,’ ‘due process of law,’ and ‘the rights retained by the people’ inevitably change over time. It is the responsibility of the justices of the Supreme Court to give content to these phrases, not by imposing their own personal values on the nation, but by understanding how the American people themselves have come to understand their most fundamental freedoms. In this respect, the Supreme Court in these decisions, despite the vehement dissents of some justices, has truly fulfilled its core mission. By protecting the rights of individuals in the face of fierce religious opposition, the Court has done its job well, and for this we should all be grateful.”

Summarized by Carol Corbin

Politics

Mayer, Jane, Dark Money: The Hidden History of the Billionaires Behind the Rise of the Radical Right. 2016: Doubleday.
Mayer’s book is required reading for anyone who cares about democracy in American. She lays out the reasons we live in a country with a widening gap between the rich and the poor; a well-funded and entrenched Republican party, even though most Americans hold liberal values; and gerrymandered voting districts and voter suppression that ensure the perpetuation of a government that does not represent the people. Democracy is in peril—this is the bottom line of Mayer’s book.

Mayer does the kind of investigative work that makes independent news, reporters, and writers the backbone of a democratic polity. The hard-core right will paint this book as a fake news conspiracy story. But it is not. It is well researched and documented and it is the second scariest book I’ve read this year. The scariest is Maclean’s (below.)

Summarized by Carol Corbin
MacLean, Nancy, Democracy in Chains: The Deep History of the Radical Right’s Stealth Plan for America. New York: Viking, 2017.

MacLean’s book describes how one man, James M. Buchanan, using radically conservative ideas first promulgated by early 19th-century South Carolina Senator, John C. Calhoun, created the “proxy army” for the Koch political juggernaut. That army has grown to have offices in 50 states, influences every state legislature, and has effectively taken control of the U.S. Congress as well as most courts.

Buchanan was a libertarian whose ideas resonated with his funder/donor, Charles Koch. Buchanan produced academic works that underpinned the movement, even receiving a Nobel Prize in Economics for his description of the way constitutions and laws produce self-interested actions at every level of civic life—from politicians, to voters, to consumers, to bureaucrats. He also devised strategies for gradually breaking down objections and shifting public sentiment in the direction of the libertarian, free market agenda. And he educated students who would become the foot soldiers of the “proxy army” and move into government, businesses, and policy-making positions to spread those ideas. They continue to fill those ranks today.

As a radical libertarian, Buchanan’s goal was to eliminate all government ownership, management, regulation and oversight, except for control of defense. All other services we normally expect from government would be eliminated and they would be provided by the free market. Buchanan and his colleagues worked primarily out of George Mason University, in Virginia, just outside Washington, D.C., where they had easy access to lobbyists and politicians, hosting many events to publicize their views. 

The first public service these libertarians attempted to eliminate was public education. As early as the 1950s they called for school vouchers to be used in private schools with the goal of eventual elimination of public education. But that was only the beginning. Their goal is to sell off all government lands and parks to businesspeople to run as they please. If the business could run a park on a profit basis, then it most likely would remain a park; but if mining the park would be more profitable, then so be it. The invisible hand of the market makes all decisions, in their worldview. 

The same approach would be applied to healthcare and social systems— Medicare, Medicaid, CHIP, Social Security, etc., would be pay as you go, and if you haven’t saved enough to meet your costs, then you were out of luck. One of the most egregious over-reaches of the government, the libertarians believe, is environmental regulations. Public or common goods like water, air, soil, etc. should be controlled by market forces without any government oversight. Prisons and roads are other examples of government services that all should be privatized and placed on a for-profit basis.

Privatization of absolutely everything is the key to bringing about the ideal world that libertarian and radical right economists believe in.

The chilling part of this book is that Buchanan and his cohorts, including Milton Friedman another Nobel prize winner in economics from the University of Chicago, were able to put their theories into practice—in Chile in the 1970s. They went there to advise General Augusto Pinochet on how to bring about economic freedom for the wealthy minority of the country through a junta that included “mass killings, widespread torture, and systematic intimidation.” After the terror ended, the capitalist class was deeply entrenched in the government and had the power to permanently rule the country. To do this the junta gained full control of the media; eliminated free speech, political parties, and most government regulations; privatized health care and education; eliminated the humanities and liberal arts programs from universities because more utilitarian or technical fields “produced less questioning.” They melded the military and the corporate world headed by a strongman dictator. Eventually the economy crashed. “During the boom, Chile’s economic gains had been privatized; now in the crunch, the country’s losses were socialized.” (164) The same scenario played out in the US in 2008 under slightly different politically-repressive circumstances.

Milton Friedman also advised Reagan and Thatcher on economic reforms, and those same de-regulatory free market fundamentalist positions were used through the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund to push austerity programs on developing nations. Those programs led to widespread hardships and death for the poor in developing countries. Yet their anti-Keynesian approaches were embraced by right-leaning governments in the 1980s, and they prepared the way for what can be expected in the US now.

Supplied with soldiers from Buchanan’s classes, institutes, and think tanks, Koch’s “proxy army” has spread libertarian economic propaganda across the nation. In her conclusion, Maclean describes what Koch’s proxy army has done.

[Reporters have] “revealed how it was operating on more fronts through more ostensibly separate organizations than ordinary mortals could easily follow. It was occupying the Republican Party, using the threat of well-funded primary challenges to force its elected officials to do the cause’s bidding or lose their seats. It was pushing out radical right laws ready to bring to the floor in every state through the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC). It was selling those laws through the seemingly independent but centrally funded and operationally linked groups of the State Policy Network. It was leveraging the anger of local Tea Party groups to move the legislative agenda of Americans for Prosperity and Freedom-Works. Its state affiliates were energizing voter turnout with deceitful direct mail campaigns. Its elected allies were shutting down the federal government; in effect, using its employees and millions who rely on it as hostages to get what they otherwise could not—and much, much more.” (210)

One final note: what happened in Flint, Michigan, when toxic drinking water was piped into residents’ homes “was directly attributable to the prodding of the Mackinac Center, one of the first Koch-funded—and in this case, Koch-staffed—state-level ‘think and do’ tanks that now exist in all fifty states and are affiliated with the State Policy Network (SPN), also Koch-concocted, to coordinate efforts to prevent state governments from responding to the demands of the ‘takers.’” (215)  The “takers” are everyone other than the super wealthy. The man who succeeded Buchanan described what life would be like in Koch’s America: “people ‘will be expected to fend for themselves much more than they do now.’ While some will flourish, he says, ‘others will fall by the wayside.’ And because ‘worthy individuals’ will manage to climb their way out of poverty, ‘that will make it easier to ignore those who are left behind.’” (212)

Summarized by Carol Corbin

Franken, Al, Al Franken: Giant of the Senate. 2017: Twelve.
Is it still okay to like Al Franken? I don’t know. But what I got from this amusing and well-researched book was the way that the Bush administration paved the way for the Trump administration in its lies, racism, and oligarchical trends.

Summarized by Carol Corbin

Sanders, Bernie. Our Revolution. 2016: Saint Martin’s Press.

To me, the best part of this book by a Democratic primary candidate in 2016 (he lost to Hillary Clinton in the primaries) is the statistical information Sanders includes to support his positions. Chapter One of Part Two is titled Defeating Oligarchy. To me, this is the core problem we face in this country, and Sanders clearly explicates this core problem. Democracy cannot thrive when economic inequality is so great. Psychology Today discussing the future of democracy cites The Wall Street Journal (not two of our most liberal publications): “the top .01% or 14,000 American families hold 22.2% of wealth, and the bottom 90%, or over 133 million families, just 4% of the nation’s wealth.”
Sanders includes lots of charts and graphs to illustrate the widening gap between the rich and poor, the role of race and gender in these statistics, and the factors that are exacerbating these figures. He advocates stronger unions, free higher education, single-payer healthcare, criminal justice and immigration reform, and combating climate change. These are all the elements of his platform when he ran for president and his positions garnered incredible strength especially among younger voters and independents.

I have to believe that someday this country will come to its senses and embrace ALL of Sanders’ positions. Only then will we take our rightful place among the democratic developed nations of the world. 

Summary by Carol Corbin

Economic Justice

Stiglitz, Joseph. The Price of Inequality: How Today’s Divided Society Endangers Our Future. 2012: W.W. Norton.

Joseph Stiglitz, Nobel Prize winner for Economics, also worries about economic inequality and its effects on democracy. Below are some quotes from his book: 

“One poll showed that 61 percent of Americans now believe that our economic system favors the wealthy, only 36 percent—a little over one out of three Americans—think our system is generally fair. (Pew Research Center for the People and the Press.) (And, perhaps not surprisingly, by similar numbers, they think unfairness in the economic system that favors the wealthy is a more serious problem than overregulation.) (Polls taken 2011 and 2012)

“Indeed, in most people’s ideal distribution, the top 40 percent had less wealth than the top 20 percent currently holds. Equally striking, when asked to choose between two distributions (shown on a pie chart), participants overwhelmingly chose one that reflected the distribution in Sweden over that in the United States (92 percent to 8 percent).” People view the political system as rigged. (127)

“Paul Krugman put it forcefully when he wrote, ‘[E]xtreme concentration of income is incompatible with real democracy. Can anyone seriously deny that our political system is being warped by the influence of big money, and that the warping is getting worse as the wealth to a few grows ever larger?”

“The top has persuaded those in the middle to see the world in a distorted way, leading them to perceive politics that advance the interests of those at the top as consonant with their own interest.” (137)

Summarized by Carol Corbin

Picketty, Thomas, Capital in the Twenty-first Century. Cambridge: Belknap/Harvard Press, 2014 (Translated from the French by Arthur Goldhammer).

Reading a book about economics doesn’t sound like much fun. But Picketty’s Capital in the Twenty-first Century is so well written and easy to understand that, much like Stiglitz’s book above, it isn’t a chore to read. This is the book that all the other recent economic studies are citing. This is a grand summary of as much material as possible about economic trends since the 18th century that is only possible now with computer models.  


Picketty uses a new theoretical model for his calculations and conclusions, and I expect he will receive the Nobel Prize for this. It is called the capital/income ratio, which can create a single number (r>g) where r stands for the rate of return on capital and g stands for economic growth. He than traces how these numbers change over time and by nation based on the available economic evidence from around the world.


Here are some of Picketty’s conclusions taken both from his introduction and his conclusion: 

1. “If capital is growing at a rate faster than the rate of growth of the overall economy, wealth will inexorably concentrate at the top.”
 Picketty’s overall conclusion is that the theory of the invisible hand of capitalism that is supposed to smooth out inequality and lead to converging wealth is inadequate (or false) and we must also consider the effects of divergence in the same system. These diverging tendencies threaten democracy. The effects of two world wars in the 20th century reduced the expression of inequality in Europe and the US between 1950 and 1970, but the tendency toward inequality has continued since the 1980s. This is illustrated with the U-shaped graphs that show great divergence in the early 20th century (the Gilded Age), reduced divergence in the middle of the century because of changes brought about by the war and by the introduction of mechanisms of social equality—the progress income tax and the welfare state.   

2. Picketty believes that economics must look at distribution of income, and that in contrast to many people who preceded him, Picketty remains wary of pat ideas and economic determinism (these include Marx, Smith, Malthus, etc.) He states: “The history of inequality is shaped by the way economic, social, and political actors view what is just and what is not, as well as by the relative power of those actors and the collective choices that result.” (20) In other words, there is no invisible hand as capitalist fundamentalists believe. Inequality is a choice, because the factors causing inequality can be ameliorated.

3. “[T]he dynamics of wealth distribution reveal power mechanisms pushing alternately toward convergence and divergence.” Convergence is when there is less inequality; forces for convergence include “diffusion of knowledge and investment in training and skills.” Yet, powerful forces may push against equality and “lack of adequate investment in training can exclude entire social groups while benefitting others. … It also depends in large part on educational policies, access to training and to the acquisition of appropriate skills, and associated institutions.” (22) 

4. Forces of divergence include: First, “top earners can quickly separate themselves from the rest by a wide margin.” In particular, CEOs and top managers can “set their own remuneration, in some cases without limit and in many cases without any clear relation to their individual productivity….” (22-23) This tendency is seen mainly in the US and Britain.  And, “when growth is weak and the return on capital is high,” divergence can be even more destabilizing—“Once constituted, capital reproduces itself faster than output increases. The past devours the present.” (571) “In slowly growing economies, past wealth naturally takes on disproportionate importance, because it takes only a small flow of new savings to increase the stock of wealth steadily and substantially.” In other words, the rich get richer, and they get disproportionately richer when the economy is not growing and benefitting everyone. This is what happened after the market and housing crashes of 2008. Most Americans were worse off, but the wealthy were better off. When the rate on return of capital (“profits, dividends, interest, rents, and other income from capital”) is higher than the economic growth rate, the divergence is exacerbated. (25) This benefits inherited wealth the most. “Under such conditions, it is almost inevitable that inherited wealth will dominate wealth amassed from a lifetime’s labor by a wide margin, and the concentration of capital will attain extremely high levels—levels potentially incompatible with the meritocratic values and principles of social justice fundamental to modern democratic societies.” (26) One example of how this works is with savings accounts. The more you put in, the higher rate of return. This naturally benefits the wealthy.

5. Economic growth rate for advanced industrial nations cannot be expected to exceed 1-1.5% regardless of the economic policies in place.  

6. During the 20th century two tools were invented to control the natural accumulation of additional wealth to the wealthy and preserve democracy. One was the social state (or what in the US would be called the welfare state) and the other is the progressive income tax. How these are applied will determine inequality in the nation.

7. Picketty notes that growing inequality will lead to nationalism and forms of economic protectionism, and we have seen both recently in the US and Europe. But he states that “protectionism and capital control are actually unsatisfactory substitutes for the ideal form of regulation, which is a global tax on capital” (516) A global tax on capital, while admittedly utopian, would be the only way to eliminate tax shelter nations, offshore banking, and other avoidance schemes that allow the wealthy to shirk social responsibility.  

8. The US at one time provided another way to more evenly distribute global wealth—allowing labor to move where wages were higher through immigration. At the time of the Revolutionary War, there were 3 million Americans. Today there are 350 million, mainly increased through immigration. These immigrants have created a kind of stability at the bottom because they came from a place where working conditions and wages were much worse, and they therefore do not rock the boat (in ways that proletariat revolutions did in Russia, France, and China) because they see themselves on an upward trajectory, whether or not that is true. This of course solves some of the problems of global inequality, but the reaction during economic contractions in the US (such as the fallout from the 2008 crash) is anti-immigrant xenophobia, which politicians can exaggerate and capitalize on.

Summarized by Carol Corbin
Democracy

Snyder, Timothy, On Tyranny: Twenty Lessons from the Twentieth Century. 2017: Tim Duggan Books.


This small book warns us against fascism. Snyder, a Yale History Professor, has thoroughly studied fascism in the 20th century and knows what it looks like. His twenty chapter titles succinctly guide us in our stand against fascism today and expose what’s going on under our noses with the current political situation. 

They are: 1) Do not obey in advance; 2) Defend institutions; 3) Beware the one-party state; 4) Take responsibility for the face of the world; 5) Remember professional ethics; 6) Be wary of paramilitaries; 7) Be reflective if you must be armed; 8) Stand out; 9) Be kind to our language; 10) Believe in truth; 11) Investigate; 12) Make eye contact and small talk; 13) Practice corporeal politics; 14) Establish a private life; 15) Contribute to good causes; 16) Learn from peers in other countries; 17) Listen for dangerous words; 18) Be calm when the unthinkable arrives; 19) Be a patriot; 20) Be as courageous as you can.

� U.S. Department of Justice figures.


� Hoxie, Josh. “The Next Nobel Laureate in Economics? October 18, 2015, Inequality.org.





